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Welcome to the First Sunday of
Lent! These are wonderful days, if we
allow Lent to touch our lives and help
us to truly become people of prayer and
penance. These next six weeks are a
“retreat”, of sorts. Hopefully, each of us will be able to do just
that: go on a “retreat” ... spend more time in quiet prayer and
reflection. But, one of the most important parts of this season is
the need to honestly recognize our sinfulness, and to seek the
forgiveness of God. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is
something that everyone should celebrate sometime before
Easter. It was the very Will of the Christ that created the
Sacrament ...not, the Church. On the night of the Resurrection,
the Risen Lord appeared in the locked room with the frightened-
turned-ecstatic Apostles, and said to them, * Peace be
As the Father has sent me, so I send you. If you forgive sins,
they are forgiven them. If you hold them bound, then they are
hel d b hemniglt of the Resurrection, the Risen Lord gave
His authority to forgive sins in His name to the first bishops/
priests ... the Apostles. And, He sent them with His authority to
forgive sins, so that the people of God would not spend their
lives wallowing in the sadness and sorrow of their sins. Jesus
wanted the people of God to celebrate and rejoice in the Father’s
love and forgiveness! The only guarantee we have on the face of
the earth that our sins are forgiven is the prayer of absolution
that the priest gives at the conclusion of the sacrament. So,
when a priest absolves sin, e as himself'is not absolving. Christ
Himself is absolving through that priest’s ordination. It is called
“apostolic succession” ... the authority of forgiveness was given
to the Apostles on down to the ordained priest. I hope people
come to understand this truth, and truly make it a point to seek
out reconciliation through confession. I am so fearful that many
people are dismissing this 2,000 year-old truth ... and, teaching
their children to do that same. Please come to the sacrament
during Lent! You will truly feel much better, and more renewed
to go back into the world, freed from your sins!

The 2010 Catholic Services Appeal is off to a great start.
On Commitment Sunday last week, we had 138 pledges totaling
$54,065! Our Diocesan Goal is $48,000 .... and, our Parish
Goal is $100,000. So, that comes out to 113% of our Diocesan
Goal ... 54% of our Parish Goal... and only about 19% parish
participation. So, we have a lot of work to do, and we need a lot
of help doing so. Please keep in mind the significance of our
projects when you consider you pledge: (1) the necessary repair/
re-pointing work that we have to do to the bell tower; (2) the
replacement of the 1953 windows to the auditorium; and, (3) the
replacement of the Liberty Street curb, which has been
decimated. How does this year’s Commitment Sunday compare
to last years? In 2009, on Commitment Sunday, we had 154
pledges totaling $67,105. So, we are way behind last year. I am
praying that we can make it up! Please make a pledge ... a
special appeal to the 48% of the parish that did not last year ...
and, to the ones who never do. This parish belongs to all of us!

One more financial fact: the Offertory has dipped in the
past few years. The “Offertory” includes the weekly “Sunday”
envelopes, the loose currency, & the collection from the Holy
Days. These figures are from January 31%-January 31%:
2007/2008 ... $378,973; 2008/2009 ... $373,393; 2009/2010
.... $370,188. As you can see, our “Offertory” has dropped in
the last 3 years, which is why we need to make it up with our
Catholic Services Appeal, and our fundraising. We have already

blown the plowing budget by now! When the collections drop,
and the expenses continue to rise, we have to make it up
somewhere.

There is some great theater going on with our parishioners!
Our own Mike Malthaner, our Director of Music and Liturgy, is
co-producer and creator of “ P e e y ® ghdat musical now
showing at the Erie Playhouse this Saturday, the 20" at 7:30 and
Sunday, the 21% at 2:00. Our former Parish Council President,
Jean Malthaner, is starring in it. It is a great show! And ...
Allyson and Adam Rossi are both performing in Seneca High
School’s“ Ci n d enexewedkand. The production times will
be Friday, February 26™ at 7:00, and Saturday, February 27" at 2
different times, 1:00 and 7:00. Allyson and Adam have
performed several times, and have great talent. Take a ride out
to Seneca High School out on Route 8, south of Interstate 90,
and check it out!

Have a very prayerful Lent. Please secek out the Sacrament
of Reconciliation soon! And, plan to come to the Easter Vigil!

Fr. D.
WEEKLY COLLECTION REPORT:
Feb. 14,2010 | Feb. 15,2009

Repairs & Improvements $133.05 $118.00
Fr. Engel $20.00 $68.00
Sacrificial Giving $6,075.28 $5,907.68
Amount Needed $7,250.00

Over/(Short) ($1,174.72)

(*includes loose money). Last week, out of 710 families of the

parish, 270 envelopes (38%) were used, with an average

Sacrificial Giving donation of $22.51 Your parish depends on
you for your weekly donation. Thanks for your sacrifice.

Congratulations to the following couples from
Sacred Heart who are celebrating significant wedding
anniversaries this year and who were recognized at the
11:30 Mass last weekend:

63 years - Bill and Mary Rose Hogenmiller

60 years - George and Thomasina Colao

50 years - Jack and Mary Ann Dana, Earl and Jay
Mittlemeier, and Don and Anne Swift

45 years - Robert and Rose Marie Martucci

40 years - Tony and Gerry Bellotti, John and Gerry Euliano,
Tom and Joan Reisenweber, Nick and Janice Sivillo, and Paul and
Joyce Williams

25 years - Mike and Annette Ahrens, and John and Julie Last.

We thank them for being a wonderful example of Christ’s love
for us, and wish them God’s continued blessings.

OPERATION RICE BOWL
First Weekoflent-Jesus & Temptati

In Luke’s story of the temptations of Jesus we see how 00000
we can be tempted by wealth, power, and esteem just as He Rict BowL
was. Lent calls us to focus on our faith life by living it in k/{_a
deeper ways. As we begin our journey with Catholic Relief
Services” Operation Rice Bowl, let us pray and sacrifice so that through our
faith life we can make a difference in the lives of our brothers and sisters in
need. If you do not already have a Rice Bowl, they are set out at the
entrances of the church.
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THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

FEBRUARY 21, 2010

+ t+ Masses
For The Week

Monday, February 22nd- The Chair of St. Peter
8:30 - Communion Service
Tuesday, February 23rd- St. Polycarp
8:30 - Edward Barnack - David Zero
Wednesday, February 24th
8:30 - Fr. Patrick Engel - 24th Anniversary of His Death
Thursday, February 25th
8:30 - Ruth Bengel - Family
Friday, February 26th
8:30 - Roberta Myers - Don and Mary Kay Smith
Saturday, February 27th
4:30 - For the Parishioners of Sacred Heart Church
Sunday, February 28th- The Second Sunday of Lent
9:30 - Elizabeth Feikls - Family
11:30 - Mrs. Walter Brown - Family

Priest Schedule for February 27th and 28th
Saturday, 4:30PM - Fr. Detisch
Sunday, 9:30AM and 11:30AM- Fr. Detisch

The Sanctuary Candle is burning in memory of A Gr a C ¢

Marchant by Chris and Mark Porada.

~ The Altar Bread and Wine is given in memory of
AFr ed e r ibgDorotiyerd the Family.

Scripture Readings for Next Week
Genesis 15: 5-12, 17-18 Phillipians 3: 17 -4: 1 Luke 9: 28b-36

DONT WISS Tht? theatre department of Seneca High
g School is pleased to announce this year’s musical
; ;‘s&; production of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s
"L Cinderella, scheduled for February 26-27, 2010.
The production times for each night of the show are:
Friday, February 26th at 7:00PM
Saturday, February 27th at 1:00PM and 7:00PM.
The ticket prices are $6 for adults, and students are $5.
Advance ticket purchase isstronglyrecommended!
Allyson and Adam Rossi, members of Sacred Heart Parish,
are both performing in Cinderella! If you have further questions
or wish to purchase tickets, please call 824-3400, ext. 5575.

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE GROUP
Antonio Del Rio will be offering a New
Testament Scripture Group on Wednesday, March
3rd, 10th and 24th at 7:00PM until 9:00PM in the
Findlay Room for $15 per person

Please remember in your prayers our departed:
AJohn Amendol a,
brother of Velma Brasington and Vi DiNardo.

Requiescat In

et =)

Lentenjb‘échedule

Monday - Boy Scout Meeting at 6:00PM in the audi.

Monday Night Scripture Group at 7:00PM in the Findlay Room.
Tuesday - The Rosary will be prayed at 2:00PM in church.
Thursday - Youth Group Meeting at 7:00-9:00PM in the audi.
Friday - Church Cleaning Team #9 (Julianne and Jeff Rossi’s
team) is scheduled for Friday, February 26th.

Stations of the Crosswill be prayed at 12:15PM.

BIG GIVEAWAY WINNERS AND NEWS

Congratulations to these most recent Big Giveaway
winners: 4819 - Sharon Johnson, 0352 - Donna and Jim Young,
1971 - Elaine Lamm, 8579 - Darlene Koppes, 5404 - David
Panetta, 8912 - Daniel Squeglia, 0985 - Norma and Bill Webb,
9869 - Karen Rubay, 7782 - Stephen Kaiser, and 8093 - Brian
and Renee Elder.

Enclosed in today’s bulletin is the flyer announcing the 38th
year of the Big Giveaway. The new Big Giveaway year will
commence on April 1st and run through March 31, 2011. We
ask that you support this worthwhile fundraiser as you have in
the past. And, if you have not supported this program, please
consider doing so this year. Thank you for your consideration.

YOUTH GROUP NEWS - On August 26th
the United States Postal Service will be releasing
their Mother Teresa stamp. They will be
recognizing her humanitarian efforts and also
celebrating her 100th birthday. I have a particular
fondness for Mother Teresa and her shear wisdom and passion to
love all of God’s children. There are many quotes that I love to
reference as a youth minister but there is one that stands out for
me personally. “To keep a lamp burning we have to keep
putting oil in it.” I strongly believe that many of us, including
myself, tend to burn the candle at both ends. Our culture
demands efficiency from us constantly. We must take time to
rest, pray, and sit in stillness to refill ourselves physically,
spiritually, and mentally. Peace. Jesse

The Big Brothers Big Sisters Program
is looking for men, women or couples to
provide guidance and to share life
experiences in a one to one relationship with ¢
a child in Erie County. Volunteers over the
age of 18 spend 1-2 hours per week with a child for a minimum
of one year. The goal is to provide mentorship to a child, while
expanding their horizons through enriching activities. As a
volunteer you may help with homework, go fishing, visit the
zoo, teach a craft, share one of your talents or simply listen.
Staff provides monthly group activities as well. To ask how you
can make a difference in the life of a child, call Paula Hayes at
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Family Services at 866-4566 or e-
mail at paulah@fsnwpa.org.

First sunday of fent




LENTEN FISH DINNERS

Holy Cross Church located at 7100 West Ridge Road in Fairview will be serving Fish Dinners on
February 19th through March 26th from 4:30PM until 7:00PM. You have a choice of Fish, Shrimp,
Combo, or Macaroni and Cheese, and the price is $8 for adults and $5 for children. The Macaroni and
Cheese Dinner is $4.00 per person. Dinners include homemade coleslaw, potato salad, roll and butter,
beverage and dessert. There will also be a 50-50 drawing!

Blessed Sacrament Parish1626 West 26th Street will be serving Fish Dinners on February 19th, March 5th
and March 19th from 4:30PM until 7:00PM in the Blessed Sacrament Cafeteria. You have a choice of a Baked Scrod
Dinner, Cheese Ravioli Dinner, and Macaroni and Cheese Dinner. All dinners include green beans, coleslaw, roll
and butter, sherbet and beverage. Adults are $8 and children under 12 are $5. Take-outs are available. Be sure to

stop by the Bake Sale after dinner!

St. Stanislaus Parish516 East 13th Street will be serving Fish and Pierogi Dinnerson Friday, February 19th,
March 5th, and March 19th from 4:00PM until 7:00PM. Adults are $9.00, children 6-12 are $4.00, and children un-

der 5 are free. Take-out dinners are $9.50.

PRAYER AROUND THE CROSS - Enhance
your Lenten experience by joining other Christians for
Taize Prayer at Holy Cross Catholic Church. This ecu-
menical prayer service, begun in France, is meditative
common prayer in the presence of the cross of Christ.
The service intersperses simple, repetitive sung refrains with
periods of silent, reflective prayer. Taize Prayer will be held on
Sundays, March 7th and 21st, at 7:00PM at Holy Cross Church,
7100 West Ridge Road in Fairview. The service lasts about one
hour. All are welcome.

! Be the change you want to see in the
{7 world! Become a mentor to youth in the com-

4 ﬁ\}% munity and help them develop and reach positive

] academic, career, and personal goals. The Good-
Guides Program is searching for dependable mentors who are
willing to dedicate four hours a month to changing the life of a
child. For more information on how to become a mentor, please
contact 866-363-7965.

BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH, 1626
West 26th Street, presents their 2010 Parish Mission
with Redemptorist Father John Murray beginning ~
Monday, March 22nd at 7:00PM.

Monday, March 22nd - Reconciliation

Tuesday, March 23rd- Scriptures

(Confessions)

Wednesday, March 24th- Redemption

Thursday, March 25th - Closing Mass for Our Lady of

Perpetual Help
For more information, please call the parish office at 454-0171.

ANNUAL KNIGHTS AND LADIES OF
ST. PATRICK DINNER -The dinner will take
place on Saturday, March 13th at 7:30PM at St. &
Patrick’s Cauley Center, 215 East 4th Street. f
The dinner will include: Irish stew, corned F*i!
beef, ham, boiled dinner, soda bread, dessert,
free refreshments, entertainment, D.J. and dancing. Adults
are $18.00, children 5-10 are $9.00, and children under 5 are
free. For ticket information, please call 459-6004. Tickets
and reservations can be made until Saturday, March 6th.

P ERIE OTTERS FAITH & FAM-
f-vl em BRING ILY NIGHT - Be a part Qf the excitem;nt
et 7240 THE as the Erie Otters host their first ever Faith
, A’,@ AMILY and Family Night on Sunday, February

28th at 4:30PM. Tickets for this game are
only $5.00 each so bring the whole family to enjoy an excit-
ing game of hockey followed by a post game concert by a
local Christian band. To order your tickets, please call the
Otters office at 455-7779 and ask for the Faith and Family
Night special.

NOVA is a unique program designed specifically for
couples seeking remarriage or convalidation in the Catholic
Church. Topics addressed include Blending Families, Ex-
pectations, Legal issues and others. Contact the Family Life
Office at 824-1265 or by e-mail at: familylife@erieRCD.org
to register.

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING SEMINAR
Education is NEVER wasted. Learn about
your gift of fertility and true love at a Natural w2 L)
Family Planning class series. Then decide what .@_ﬂ@.@
to do. For more information, call Linda at 898- ™
1476 for classes starting Tuesday, March 16th from 7:00
until 9:00PM at St. Peter Cathedral




