
SACRED HEART CHURCH www.sacredhearterie.org ERIE, PA 

 It seems like two days ago that we 

put  away the  Chr is tmas  t ree 

decorations!  And, in a few days, Lent is 

upon us!  This is such a special season 

for us all.  The season of Lent is the 

time to truly reflect on the deep power of Jesus’ love for us … so 

much so that He allowed Himself to be brutally killed, in order 

that we might have the chance to enjoy the glory of eternal life.  

What a powerful act of love!  In Lent, we spend six weeks trying 

to, somehow, step outside the “busy-ness” of our lives, and 

retreat into times of reconciliation, penance, and prayer.  I know 

that people like to “give up” certain things and behaviors for 

Lent.  I was never really good at that.  I like to try to spend more 

time in prayer, less time being distracted by the inane things 

around me.  Please remember, that “giving up” something for 

Lent is not required … it is a great act of sacrifice.  But, if you 

fail in it, it is not a sin.  Just, keep trying!  I do hope that people 

will take advantage of the Sacrament of Reconciliation during 

Lent.  It is so important for all of us to be absolved of our sins … 

all of us! … ME, especially!!!  I hope to offer more opportunities 

for confessions during this season; so that by Holy Week, we are 

all in a state of grace, fully prepared to celebrate the Passion, 

Death, & Resurrection of Our Lord.  Remember, plan to come to 

the Easter Vigil, the greatest Mass of the year! 

 I want to tell all of you about Sacred Heart’s own gifted 

pianist, Katie Ahrens.  Katie will be on WQLN radio, 91.3 FM, 

or streaming at www.wqln.org on Wednesday morning February 

17 from 11AM to noon.  This is during Wally Faas's program of 

classical music, and will be broadcast live from the WQLN 

lobby.  She is playing a selection of Bach, Mozart, Chopin, 

Brahms, and Rachmaninoff, about 40 minutes of music.  The rest 

of the time will be interviews with Wally, Katie, and her teacher 

Linda Kobler. The performance is open to the public.  If you get 

the chance, take a run up to WQLN to check it out.  What an 

honor for Katie!  And … what an honor for all of us to have 

someone of such talent to be among us! 

 This is Commitment Sunday for the 2010 Catholic Services 

Appeal, continuing the theme ñOf One Heart and Mind éò  I 

shared with you the needs of Bishop Trautman, trying to find 

$7.7 million dollars to keep all of the ministries and services of 

the Diocese of Erie solvent, vibrant, and secure. It is so 

necessary for us to be part of the larger diocesan family; for, 

without the help of all the parishes, we wouldn’t be able to 

operate our Adoption Agency, the numerous food banks and 

shelters, or so many other ministries to families in need.  And, in 

these times, there are many families in need.  But, keep in mind, 

that everything over and above our goal of $48,000 stays here at 

Sacred Heart.  We need to spend about $25,000 on repairs to the 

bell tower, and several problems with the mortar around the 

Church.  And, we need to replace the curb on Liberty Street, 

which has been decimated over the years.  We would hope to be 

able to, finally, replace the 1953 windows in the auditorium this 

year.  I truly believe that we could, easily, reach a Parish Goal of 

$100,000, which could cover our responsibilities to the Diocese, 

and take care of our parish projects.  Last year, we had 52% of 

the parish participate!  That was fantastic!  Allow me to make 

another appeal to the 48% that could not:  Please!  We need you!  

We need everyone to contribute something é anything! é to the 

2010 CSA … even, kids.  I am always in awe of the people of 

Sacred Heart, who always step up whenever I appeal for 

financial help; especially, during these difficult, economic times.   

 By the way, I don’t think I have taken the time to truly thank 

the Knights of Columbus for the beautiful chausible that they 

gave to me, with the “K of C” insignia embossed on it.  It is a 

beautiful, white vestment that I will wear at Masses of festivity 

or saints’ memorials, given to me during this, the “Year of the 

Priest”.  Whenever I wear it for the next 40 years, I will always 

think of the dedicated men of Sacred Heart’s Knights of 

Columbus.  Thanks, brothers! 

 I hope you all enjoyed the Super Bowl!  I had the chance to 

travel down to St. Joseph’s in Sharon, and watch it with a bunch 

of the priests from the Shenango Valley area.  It was good to be 

with them, for we are all such good friends.  Our former 

“roomie”, Msgr. Bob Malene, is doing very well down there as 

Pastor of Good Shepherd Parish in West Middlesex.  It was fun 

being with him again … after spending 9 days in Italy with him, 

eating everything in our sights that had sauce on it! 

 Oh … and, Happy Valentine’s Day!  Guys … be romantic 

today.  Be like the late Red Skelton, who said, ñI asked my wife, 

óHoney, where would you like to go for dinner?ô  And, she said, 

óTake me somewhere I have never been.ô  So, I showed her the 

kitchen!ò Have a great week, and a wonderful Lent!  Start 

planning on coming to the Easter Vigil! 

 Fr. D. 

WEEKLY COLLECTION REPORT: 

 Feb. 7, 2010 Feb. 8, 2009 

Repairs & Improvements $640.00 $419.00 

Fr. Engel Fund $.00 $10.00 

Sacrificial Giving $8,400.43 $8,825.25 

Amount Needed $7,250.00  

Over/(Short) $1,150.43  

(*includes loose money). Last week, out of 710 families of the 

parish, 325 envelopes (46%) were used, with an average 

Sacrificial Giving donation of $25.85. Your parish depends on 

you for your weekly donation. Thanks for your sacrifice. 

 The Big Brothers Big Sisters Program is 

looking for men, women or couples to provide 

guidance and to share life experiences in a one to 

one relationship with a child in Erie County.  

Volunteers over the age of 18 spend 1-2 hours 

per week with a child for a minimum of one year.  The goal is to 

provide mentorship to a child, while expanding their horizons 

through enriching activities. As a volunteer you may help with 

homework, go fishing, visit the zoo, teach a craft, share one of 

your talents or simply listen.  Staff provides monthly group 

activities as well.  To ask how you can make a difference in the 

life of a child, call Paula Hayes at Big Brothers Big Sisters of 

Family Services at 866-4566 or e-mail at paulah@fsnwpa.org.  

 

 A NOTE OF CAUTION!  THE YELLOW 
LINES AND THE YELLOW AND BLUE AREAS 
IN THE HANDICAP PARKING SPACES ARE 

VERY SLIPPERY WHEN IT RAINS AND SNOWS.  PLEASE 
BE VERY CAREFUL WHEN WALKING IN THESE SPOTS. 
 

 



THE SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME FEBRUARY 14, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, February 15th  

 8:30 - Irene Buettner - Ronald and Kay Bischoff 

Tuesday, February 16th 

 8:30 - Communion Service  

 Wednesday, February 17th - Ash Wednesday 

 7:00 - Paul DeDionisio - Renee Mando 

   9:30 - Ethel Hauser - Jean Driscoll 

   7PM - Agatha Hofmann - Tom and Bonnie Snyder 

Thursday, February 18th 

 8:30  - Frank Leone - Mary DiPaolo 

Friday, February 19th 

 8:30 - Margaret McLaughlin - Harry and Anna West 

Saturday, February 20th 

 4:30 - George Betza - Alex Lego 

Sunday, February 21st - The First Sunday of Lent 

 9:30 - Mr. and Mrs. Mike Viglione - Mary and Family 

 11:30 - For the Parishioners of Sacred Heart Church 

 

Priest Schedule for February 20th and 21st 

Saturday, 4:30PM - Fr. Detisch 

Sunday, 9:30AM and 11:30AM - Fr. Detisch 

 

 The Sanctuary Candle is burning in memory of ÀRudy 

Cavicchio by Rose and the Family. 

 

 The Altar Bread and Wine is given in memory of ÀCasimir 

Klemen by Mary and the Family. 

 
Scripture Readings for Ash Wednesday and Next Sunday 

Ash Wednesday 

Joel 2: 12-18   2 Corinthians 5: 20-6: 2   Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-18 

Sunday 

Deuteronomy 26: 4-10   Romans 10: 8-13   Luke 4: 1-13 

 
 DE COLORES - Our First Cursillo weekend is coming up on 

February 18th - Menôs Cursillo #210.  This means it’s time for a Planca 

Party. This Sunday, February 14th, at 2:00PM in the audi will be our 

February Palanca Party.  Hope to see you all there.  We can talk about 

our plans for this year as a parish.  Any questions or concerns, please 

contact Linda McCamman at lindamccamman@hotmail.com or by calling 464

-5448.  God Bless. 

 

OPERATION RICE BOWL  

  Operation Rice Bowl is Catholic Relief Services 

Lenten program, and calls Catholics in the United 

States to promote human dignity and foster solidarity 

with the poor around the world through prayer, 

fasting, learning, and giving.  Sacred  Heart Parish will again be participating 

in this program as part of our Lenten observance.   To be Catholic means to 

be linked not just to our local communities, but also to our global 

community.  For over 30 years, Operation Rice Bowl has inspired Catholics 

to pray, fast, learn, and give as we increase our understanding of our global 

community throughout our Lenten journey. We encourage you to 

participate in Operation Rice Bowl at home with your family and 

loved ones. Rice Bowls will be located throughout the church near the 

entrances, and will be distributed to the children in our religious education 

program. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday - NO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES. 
Palanca Party at 2:00PM in the audi. 
Monday - Boy Scout Meeting at 6:00PM in the audi. 

Monday Night Scripture Group at 7:00PM in the Findlay Room. 

Tuesday - The Rosary will be prayed at 2:00PM in church. 

Thursday - Youth Group Meeting at 7:00-9:00PM in the audi. 

Friday - Church Cleaning Team #8 (Charlene Michael’s team) 

is scheduled for Friday, February 19th. 

Stations of the Cross and Benediction at 7:00PM. 

 

 YOUTH GROUP NEWS - After years of 

making excuses and hiding my struggles, I have 

made a commitment to join the gym.  The first 

week was really hard!  As I continue doing the 

exercises over and over it is actually getting 

somewhat enjoyable.  That double cheeseburger doesn’t look as 

good after I had spent an hour burning 500 calories.  After some 

reflection (while I was working out) I realized that exercise is 

very similar to prayer.  Many of us have been making excuses 

when our spiritual bodies are out of shape.  It may be hard at first 

to squeeze in a few minutes here and there but in the long run it 

will benefit us greatly!  Just like the double cheeseburger, sin 

doesn’t look as tasty either after making the effort!  Physical or 

spiritual, never the less, the commitment is up to YOU!  Please 

keep our youth in your prayers!  Any questions about youth 

g r o u p  m a y  b e  e - m a i l e d  t o  m e  a t , 

catholicconnection@gmail.com.  Peace  Jesse 

 

 Be the change you want to see in the 

world!  Become a mentor to youth in the 

community and help them develop and 

reach positive academic, career, and 

personal goals.  The GoodGuides Program is searching for 

dependable mentors who are willing to dedicate four hours a 

month to changing the life of a child.  For more information on 

how to become a mentor, please contact 866-363-7965. 

 

 Help Needed! Several of our parish 

Cleaning Teams need new members.  Each 

team consists of women, men and children 

who clean once every 10 weeks - a total of 

about 5 times a year. Teams usually clean either on Friday 

mornings or evenings, or on Saturday mornings. 

 Would you or your family be willing to help us keep our 

Church clean?  This is a great opportunity for anyone who is in 

need  of  service  hours.  Please call  Rebecca  Flynn at the 

rectory, 456-6256, ext. 110 for more information.  

 

 A Family Perspective - In today’s gospel, Jesus 

preached a message of sacrifice and its heavenly 

rewards.  Married couples who choose commitment 

over worldly desires understand the sacrifice that a 

good marriage requires.  Do you know of a couple 

who lives gospel values?  Congratulate them today on World 

Marriage Day! 

 



LENTEN FISH DINNERS 
  

 

 Holy Cross Church located at 7100 West Ridge Road in Fairview will be serving Fish Dinners 

on February 19th through March 26th from 4:30PM until 7:00PM.  You have a choice of Fish, 

Shrimp, Combo, or Macaroni and Cheese, and the price is $8 for adults and $5 for children.  The 

Macaroni and Cheese Dinner is $4.00 per person.  Dinners include homemade coleslaw, potato salad, 

roll and butter, beverage and dessert.  There will also be a 50-50 drawing!  

 

 Blessed Sacrament Parish, 1626 West 26th Street will be serving Fish Dinners on February 

19th, March 5th and March 19th from 4:30PM until 7:00PM in the Blessed Sacrament Cafeteria.  You have a 

choice of a Baked Scrod Dinner, Cheese Ravioli Dinner, and Macaroni and Cheese Dinner.  All dinners include 

green beans, coleslaw, roll and butter, sherbet and beverage.  Adults are $8 and children under 12 are $5.  Take-outs 

are available.  Be sure to stop by the Bake Sale after dinner! 

 

 St. Stanislaus Parish, 516 East 13th Street will be serving Fish and Pierogi Dinners on Friday, February 

19th, March 5th, and March 19th from 4:00PM until 7:00PM.  Adults are $9.00, children 6-12 are $4.00, and chil-

dren under 5 are free.  Take-out dinners are $9.50.  

  

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE GROUP  
  Antonio Del Rio will be offering  a New 

Testament Scripture Group on Wednesday, 

March 3rd, 10th and 24th at 7:00PM until 

9:00PM in the Findlay Room for $15 per person.    

 

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING SEMINAR  
  Married and Engaged Couples:  Would 

you like to gain a better understanding of 

yourself as man, woman, and couple?  Learn 

about your gift of fertility and true love.  At-

tend a Natural Family Planning series and 

realize your potential.  For more information, call Linda at 

898-1476 for classes starting Tuesday, March 16th from 7:00

-9:00PM in Erie at St. Peter Cathedral.    

 

 The Knights of Columbus of St. Andrew Par-

ish will be having a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, 

February 21st, from 8:00AM until 12:30PM.  Adults 

are $6, children $3,, and children under 5 are FREE.   

 
 Openings  Remain  for  ñCoping with Life Aloneò Series - 

A six-week program offered by Beginning Experience and Catholic 

Charities, ñCoping with Life Aloneò is designed for persons who 

have suffered the loss of their marriage due to death, divorce or 

separation.  Sessions are held on Sundays from 4:00PM - 6:00PM at 

St. Mark Catholic Center beginning February 21st.  Contact the 

Family Life Office at 824-1265 for more information.  Pre-

registration is appreciated. 

 

  

  

 NOVA  is a unique program designed specifically for 

couples seeking remarriage or convalidation in the Catholic 

Church.  Topics addressed include Blending Families, Ex-

pectations, Legal issues and others.  Contact the Family Life 

Office at 824-1265 or by e-mail at: familylife@erieRCD.org 

to register.  

 

 MERCYHURST PREP will be having 

a book and media sale on Friday, March 5th 

and Saturday, March 6th.  Plan to stock up 

on books, CDs, DVDs, and VHS tapes at the 

annual Performing Arts Boosters Book and 

Media Sale.  The sale will be held in the Mercyhurst Prep 

cafeteria from 12 until 8:00PM on Friday, the 5th, and from 

8:00AM until 2:00PM on Saturday the 6th.  A Bake Sale 

will also be held.  Donations can be brought to the school, 

located at 538 East Grandview Blvd. during regular school 

hours.  Proceeds from this event are used by the Performing 

Arts Boosters.  Donation collection can be arranged for pick 

up by calling 572-4669.  Please do not donate magazines or 

textbooks.  Contact  Marisa  Moks-Unger for further infor-

mation at 572-4669. 

 

 ERIE OTTERS FAITH & FAMILY 

NIGHT - Be a part of the excitement as the 

Erie Otters host their first ever Faith and 

Family Night on Sunday, February 28th at 

4:30PM.  Tickets for this game are only 

$5.00 each so bring the whole family to enjoy an exciting 

game of hockey followed by a post game concert by a local 

Christian band.  To  order  your  tickets, please call the  Ot-

ters office at 455-7779 and ask for the Faith and Family 

Night special. 


